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Unified Enrollment 
 

OUSD has an open enrollment policy, in which families can apply to district-run school options outside of 
their neighborhoods by completing OUSD’s Options Enrollment Form. If a family wants to enroll at a 
charter school, they must complete additional applications at each of the schools of interest.  
 
Some cities are building unified enrollment systems that streamline enrollment across all types of 
schools, both district-run and district-charter. This approach allows for a transparent matching process 
that systematically assigns students to schools based on both school and student preferences. Families 
are asked to rank the schools they prefer for their child (regardless of whether the school is operated by 
the district or is a charter school) in a single application process. Families then receive a match that takes 
into account their preferences and the priorities and admission standards set by the schools in the city. 
 
The Need: 
OUSD’s current enrollment system presents certain challenges to both families and schools. Families 
have many choices between district-run and district-charter schools, but must fill out multiple 
applications that come with different requirements, deadlines, and selection preferences. Some families 
receive multiple offers from district-run and/or district-charter schools. When families do not declare 
their choice in timely fashion, they occupy seats that could be open to other students, who may have 
received few or no offers. An individual student occupying multiple seats across the city, causes schools 
to misallocate staffing and funding.  
 
Furthermore, completing multiple applications without a unified or coordinated application and timeline, 
burdens families and unfairly favors those with the time and knowledge to navigate this complex process. 
Equitable access also becomes an issue at Oakland’s most popular district-run and district-charter 
schools. These schools cannot accommodate midyear-entry students, who are often at-risk and 
underserved. 
 
Unified Enrollment Working Group 
For the 2015-16 school year, charter leaders will be meeting on a monthly basis to problem-solve around 
the challenges discussed above.  
 
Timeline of events: 
-Unified Enrollment Executive and Steering Committees (Fall 2014-present) 
-Unified Enrollment Working Groups (October-June 2016) 
 
Potential Partnership Pathways: Unified Enrollment 
-Create a common deadline for applications and school selection for district-run and district-charter  
schools (2015-16) 

-Invite charters to participate in a single application enrollment system (2017-18) 
-TBD 
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